
Can I use the test 
for diagnosis?

Is there acceptable 
evidence of 
diagnostic 
accuracy?

Does the normative 
sample reflect the 

person being 
tested?

Does the test 
accurately measure 
the skill(s) relevant 

to diagnosis?

Does the test 
consistently 

measure a person’s 
ability?

Is this test sufficient 
for diagnostic 

decision-making? 
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The test is 
likely 

appropriate 
for diagnosis.

The test is 
inappropriate

Check the manual for 
the purpose…does it 
say, “The purpose of 
this test is to diagnose 
X”? 

•Test differences between control and 
disordered groups
•Test sensitivity and specificity
•Negative and positive likelihood ratios

Evidence based on: 
•Content (judgment validity) 
•Response process
•Relations with other variables
•Structure (appropriate factors)

•Administration properties
•Reliability evidence (> 80% or .80)
•Test-retest reliability
•Alternate/ Parallel forms reliability
•Inter-rater reliability
•Internal consistency 
•Standard error of measurement 
•Measurement error

The demographics of the individual being 
assessed should be sufficiently 
represented in the normative sample of 
the assessment. 

Find a 
new test.
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